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Christmas 2019 

Advent Sundays —                                                                                  

1st December — 9.30am service and Breakfast Church at 
10.15am.                                                                                                     

A Carols & Readings Service will be held at 6.30pm.                                                                                                  

8th December — 9.30am and 11am services                                          

15th December — 9.30am and 11am services                                   

22nd December — 11am service only 

 

Annual Memorial Service                                                              
Wednesday 18th December, 7pm                                                              

A time to remember the loved ones we have lost 

 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24th December                          
7pm—Christmas Eve Family Service                                                
“Best Christmas jumper competition” 

 

Sunday 29th December                                                  
11am Service only 

 

Sunday 5th January                                                                     
11am Service only, bacon rolls served at 10.15am 

We wish you a very happy and peaceful Christmas 
from all at Letham St Mark’s 



 

 

What’s Your Response to Christmas?  

The true enjoyment of Christmas is tied to our response to the Christ-child 
born in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago. When we read the Christmas story from 

the Bible, there are at least three ways that we can respond to Him.  
  

Preoccupation? 

The innkeeper gave one response when Mary and Joseph wanted to find a safe 
place where the baby could be born. The innkeeper wasn ’t hostile, he wasn’t        
opposed to them, but his inn was crowded. His hands were full; his mind was 

preoccupied. 
This is the answer that millions of people are giving today. Like the Bethlehem 
innkeeper, they can’t find room for Christ. Other crowding interests already 
take up all the accommodations in their hearts. Their response is not atheism. 

It isn’t defiance. It’s preoccupation and the feeling of being able to get on         
reasonably well without Christ in their lives.  

  

Hostility? 

King Herod gave another response. When the wise men arrived in Jerusalem 
looking for “the King of the Jews,” Herod appeared to be interested. But                    

afterwards his true response was hostility. “Destroy him!” Herod raged, “Let 
him die while he is still in his cradle.” In his jealous frenzy, he gave the order 
to kill every male child in Bethlehem from birth to two (Matthew 2:16), just to 

make sure the newborn was destroyed!  
That hostile response grew and swelled until one day it became a mad mob ’s 

terrifying roar toward Jesus the man: “Let him be crucified! Let him be                     
crucified!” (Mat 27:22-26). 

  
In many parts of the world, this cry is still being shouted. The world objects 

to Christ, the unique Son of God, and the Messiah. If he would remain a gentle 
and mild Jesus, that would be all right. There is no danger there. Or if he were 
only a mystical dreamer, or if we could put him in a stained-glass window and he 
would never come down to trouble us…then he would be all right. But a reigning 
Christ, a life-changing Christ? That is unacceptable to millions of people. Such 

a Christ is a menace to their way of life. It strikes at the roots of their                    
independence from God. 

  

Commitment? 

But another response was totally different. It came from an old priest in the 
temple. When the baby Jesus was brought in to be dedicated to God, Simeon 
took the child in his arms and said to God, “Now you are letting your servant 
depart in peace…for my eyes have seen your salvation” (Luke 2:29-30). Sime-

on’s answer was the response of commitment. He understood God ’s intentions in 
sending his only Son to earth. To Simeon, that meant he couldn ’t be compla-
cent, too preoccupied to act on the truth before him. Hostility was the far-

thest thing from his thoughts. Instead he embraced God ’s plan to provide sal-
vation through his Son’s sacrificial death for us. 

  

This is the response I hope you will make this Christmas to God ’s greatest 
gift to all mankind!              Jim  

 



 

 

 

Our Harvest offering raised the sum of £778 (plus Gift Aid), this has 
been sent to Mary’s Meals. 

 

This charity was founded in a shed in Argyll and is now providing life-changing 
meals to more than 1.5 million hungry children every school day.   

Mary’s Meals began in 2002 by feeding 200 children in Malawi.  Today, it will 
feed 1,504,471 children in 18 countries across the world including Haiti,                            

South Sudan and Syria. 

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously. 

 

Gift Aid 

As we approach another year end I would like you to consider if any donations you 

make to our church could receive Gift Aid. 

WHAT IS GIFT AID? 

Gift Aid means Letham St Mark’s get an extra 25p for every £1 you donate. 

Gift Aid is a scheme which allows charities, like the church, to claim from HMRC, the basic rate of tax their 

donors have paid.  Gift Aid increases the value of donations you make to Letham St Mark’s by 25%, so it 

means more money goes to the church and the community it supports – and it won’t cost you extra. 

You only need to complete one Gift Aid declaration and we’ll arrange for the Gift Aid to be added to the                   

giving you make to Letham St Mark’s.  If your circumstances change and your donations are no longer eligible 

for Gift Aid, you just need to let us know.  Gift Aid forms will be available on the tables in the Café area, after 

the services, for the next few weeks. 

IS YOUR DONATION ELIGIBLE FOR GIFT AID? 

The church can only claim Gift Aid on monetary donations from your own funds, and if you’ve paid UK                      

Income and/or Capital Gains Tax during that tax year. Even some people with pensions may still pay income 

tax and as such be able to Gift Aid their donations to the church.  The tax you pay in the tax year must be at 

least equal to the value of Gift Aid the church will claim on your donation(s). 

If you stop paying enough tax, it’s important to let us know. 

If you have any questions or wish to discuss Gift Aid further please 

speak to Iain MacDonald (Gift Aid) or Gillian Forsyth (Treasurer). 

 
Thank you for giving this your consideration.  



 

 

 

A Pyjama Party was held on the 29th October, 
where the Girls Brigade handed over a cheque for 

£25 to Mindspace.   

The money had been raised from a collection by 
friends and family at the girls Annual Display in 

May. 

A photo of the poppies laid at the cross 
by the congregation on                                                    

Remembrance Sunday, the poppies 
were beautifully created by the Girls 

Brigade. 



 

 

GIRLS BRIGADE                          
CHRISTMAS                                    

CAROL SERVICE 
10th December, 2019    6.30pm — 7.30pm 

A warm welcome as you join us for:- 

Christmas songs 

Christmas carols 

Teas and warm mince pies will be served afterwards 

LETHAM ST MARK’S CHURCH  RANNOCH ROAD 

 

Shoebox Appeal 

 

 

 

Around 3,500                       
shoeboxes from all 

over Perthshire were 
checked at                             

Perth Baptist Church 
by over 50 helpers                   

and are on their                   
way to Romania. 

 



 

 

In Between Christmas and New Year lunch 

 

Come and join us in the Church Café for a light lunch 
and some company on                                                   

Saturday 28th December at 12.30pm.                                                         

Please book a place with Elizabeth Sime,                              
tel 01738 269548.                                                                                    

£3 per person 

Wee Celebration 

At Scripture Union Scotland’s Annual Meeting known as the 

“Big Celebration” it was mooted that some people might like 

to hold their own  “Wee Celebration” 

to raise funds and the profile of SU.                                                                                        

I decided to hold one and LSM kindly 

granted the use of the café on the 4th October.  The 

day started with coffee & scones, 10am—12pm, soup 

& sandwiches, 12pm—2pm and tea & cake, 2pm—

4pm.  A number of friends and 

members of our YF helped with 

baking, soup and helping to serve.  Bruce Lockhart,                           

Regional Worker for SU in P & K came and spoke with                    

folks about his work.                                                                                                        

A number of LSM young folk have benefitted from SU 

camps and missions over the years and there are SU groups 

in Letham Primary School and the local secondary schools.                                                                    

Those who came were very generous in their donations, 

with the final sum raised being £663.75.   A big thanks to all those who helped 

in any way and to LSM for the use of the premises.                       

Ruth Gunn 



 

 

 

Letham Community                                               
Christmas Lights Switch-On 

Thursday 12th December, 2019     6pm—7.30pm 

All welcome 

Entertainment provided from the Letham primary schools.                                                                      

Darren Kaye (Manager of the Co-op) is switching on the lights. 

            Santa will arrive after the lights switch-on.  

Rev Jim Stewart —  reflection.                           

 

There will be a Santa’s Grotto and a gift for every child.                                                 
Tea, coffee, hot chocolate and shortbread will be provided at 

the Letham Hub.                                         



 

 

Gordon News 

‘Tis almost the season                                                                         
They say that you shouldn’t begin an update by apologising for the 
length of time since the last update.  Saying that, I’d like to apologise for 
the length of time since our last update.                                                                    
One of the reasons is that I (Adam) travelled back to Northern Ireland the 
other week for my grandmother’s funeral.  This isn’t really the place for 
a eulogy, but, I feel like I need to at 
least say how much of an incredible 
and inspiring woman Nana was.                  

At her Thanksgiving Service, we 
heard about the woman of Proverbs 
31, and it was so clear that she was 
someone who appeared to                                  
effortlessly live that calling.                                
Please continue to hold my Mum 
and the rest of the family in your 
prayers.    

Whilst the reason for my visit was 
not a happy one, it was still lovely to be able to spend some time                    
catching up with family and friends.  Whilst there were tears and                         
mourning, there were also jokes and laughter.  It was whetting my                         
appetite for our trip back to the UK at Christmas.  We leave here four 
weeks tomorrow, and the girls are getting particularly excited by the big 
trip ahead of them.  We’re not expecting it to be a relaxing trip—we’ll 
probably visit all four countries of the UK in the three and a half weeks 
that we’re there—but we’re looking forward to catching up with the                  
people and places that we’ve missed in the past 15 months.   

Meanwhile, work in Uganda is still ongoing.  The projects at EMI are                 
beginning to reach crunch time, as we get closer to end of term dead-
lines.  We have a set of drawings to get ready for permit, and shortly 
thereafter add much more detail for the construction team.  This                           
involves lots of reviewing of drawings, marking them up with red pen 
and plenty of discussion with the other disciplines.  The workshop               
construction is still ongoing but things have stalled a bit with installing  

Christmas Plans  We’re back for a holiday and catch-up with family 
and friends, so this isn’t “Home Assignment” per se.                                               
We are, however, planning to attend church wherever we are.   

12th — 20th December     England/Newark                                                              
20th — 30th December    Northern Ireland/Newtownards                                   
30th Dec — 7th January    Scotland/Perth 



 

 

 

the roof sheets.  It seems like quite a few construction projects run over 
time here, so it can sometimes be a challenge when our expectations run 
up against the reality of construction here.      

Sophie, if she were able to read this, would be                    
wondering why I was still prattling on about work 
and things and not told you the earth-shattering 
news that she turned 5 last month.  It’s fair to say 
that she really enjoyed the celebrations and the 
fuss made over her.  It’s amazing to think that, to 
her, we’ve been here for a significant chunk of time                         
already, more than a fifth of her life! 

We’re getting a bit more involved at our church 
here.  I was leading a session in a recent Disciple-
ship course and Laura is now on the rota for the 
Sunday School.  Our church family here is a real 

blessing to us, and it’s an encouragement to be part of such a diverse ex-
pression of the Body of Christ.  It certainly begins to flesh out the vision 
in Revelation 7 of people from “….every nation, tribe, people and                          
language….”.  Laura is still staying busy with all her activities:  Bible study 
at our house, teaching cello, reading in the school library and generally 
keeping the Gordon family functioning.  We were also pleased to be able 
to host Dave and Jaz Lambert from EMI UK last month. 

Thank you for your love and prayers. 

Lots of love 

Adam, Laura, Beth and Sophie 

Prayer points:   

 Pray for our upcoming trip to the UK.  Pray especially for safety in 
travel and for a refreshing time. 

 Pray for wisdom in the commitments that we take on.  There are 
plenty of good things that we can be involved with.  Pray that we 
wouldn’t exceed our capacity. 

 Pray for the girls’ health.  Thank God that they continue to be                  
relatively healthy. 

 Pray that the timetable of the workshop construction would mean 
I can be around for the pouring of the ground floor slab.  I was 
quite involved in the design of it, and I want to be able to make 
sure it is constructed correctly.   



 

 

Weddings - 

Jane McLeod & Glenn Thomson — 9th November, 2019 

 

Funerals - 

Mr Kenneth Carnegie — 13th October, 2019                                                      
Mrs Jane McBey — 1st November, 2019                                                                     
Mrs Irene McCabe — 5th November, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You  may have been looking out your warm winter clothing this week  
and have found jackets and jerseys you no longer wear. 

Please bring them up to the Swap Shop in Garth Avenue ( PH1 2LG) , 
open Mon/Wed/Fri 10-3pm where we will be delighted to pass them on 

to someone who will enjoy wearing them. Children’s warm jackets                   
especially appreciated. 

Christine Sloan 

 

 

 

 

 

The Salvation Army are holding a Christmas present appeal.   

Could you help them make Christmas special for those who may have little or 

nothing under the tree on Christmas morning? 

If you can help, please leave your new unwrapped gifts at:- 

 
Perth Salvation Army Office or Charity Shop,  77—81 South Street,                              

Perth, PH2 8PD.                                                                                                              

The closing date for donations is Friday 13th December, 2019 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all those who have supported, and continue to support the                       
Traidcraft Christmas Cards and catalogue. A percentage of the profit from all card 
sales goes from Traidcraft to Christian Aid and other development charities. After 

Christmas I will send the surplus from my card sales and additional                    
donations to Christian Aid. I estimate this will amount to near £100. 

 

 

 

Christian Aid’s Christmas gift leaflet for people who have everything this 
year is entitled Charity Gifts. The gifts described range from a turkey at £7, or            

antibiotics for a mobile clinic at £9, through fruit tree saplings and seeds at £14, 
or a pack of mosquito nets at £15, to a weaving loom at £40. Larger gifts which 

will make a great difference are available too. The person to whom you are                       
giving the gift receives a card describing the donation made in their name.                    

Leaflets are available in the cafe area or from me, or you can order them online 
https://charity-gifts.christianaid.org.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you enjoy Carol Singing? Or listening to Carol singers? Perth Christian Aid 
Group is organising an event at Dobbies Garden Centre on                                                     
Saturday 21 December from 11am to 3pm as follows:                                               

11:00 – 11:30                                                                                                                   
12:00 – 12:30                                                                                                                  
(lunch break)                                                                                                                

1:30 – 2:00                                                                                                                     
2:30 – 3:00 

We would be delighted if you can join us at any point, either to sing or to hold a 
bucket for donations from the public. It is always a happy festive atmosphere and 
shoppers are very generous, so it’s worth coming just to collect for Christian Aid. 

No need to sign up, just come when you can and stay as long as you wish.  

With sincere thanks for the encouragement and support I receive from you. 

Gill Kaye   Christian Aid rep 

https://charity-gifts.christianaid.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am glad to report that Traidcraft has succeeded in cutting its business over-
heads (staff, warehouse, holding of stock) to a large extent and has continued to 

trade, though with much reduced capacity. The main focus now is its fairly-
traded food and drinks, which were the more profitable part of the business.                    

It is also sourcing a number of craft items and clothing from already-established                             
fair trade importers in Britain. 

The new Traidcraft aims to be a beacon of fair and transparent practice in an                   
increasingly unfair and exploitative retail environment, as frequently shown on 

reports in the media. 

Meantime, its partner charity, Traidcraft Exchange, continues to operate as                       
normal, and is helping Traidcraft’s former producers to find new markets, learn 
production methods to cope with climate change, and form co-operatives to give 

them more strength in negotiations with buyers. 

A much smaller catalogue is produced twice each year, and so far sales are on              
target. This is good news for producers of the tea, coffee, sugar, honey, dried 

fruit, etc, and also for UK shoppers, meaning we have the opportunity to make 
good choices in our regular shopping. Please speak to me if you would like to 

make a regular order of Traidcraft food/household products. 

With thanks 

Gill Kaye 

Sustainably sourced from                            
smallholder farmers in Sri Lanka, 
this tasty coconut milk has been         

lovingly squeezed from fresh                     
cocunuts to produce the smoothest 
coconut milk that’s bursting with 

flavour! 

#Fairtrade  #Organic  #Vegan  and 
#Glutenfree 

Try it! 



 

 

Traveller’s story 

In all thy ways, acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths. Proverbs 3:6 (KJV) 

It had been a few months since our lovely springer spaniel dog, Amber, had passed away and we 

missed her so much we began to think about getting another furry friend.  

Our daughter Deborah looked at the rescue centre websites and we thought about one or two 

of the dogs (we had decided to get a rescue dog this time). We telephoned SSPCA in Ayr and 

asked if we could see a little springer there. It was Sunday so I said I would like to go to church 

first. 

Just like the verse above we prayed, acknowledged God and asked Him if we should get a dog 

and which one.  

At church, our minister Jim Stewart was preaching and telling us about Acts of Random                      

Kindness (ARK), he showed us a small clip from a popular film, Evan Almighty. The main                      

character was talking to God and God was saying how the man had improved, he had stopped 

working such long hours, he had spent more time with his family, he had even rescued a dog 

and given it a home.  

At that point we knew God had answered our prayers – what joy! – but that was not all.  

Jim gave us another example of an act of random kindness. He told us about a father and son 

rescuing a young lad who had been trapped in a mire. The father of the rescued boy was rich 

and so grateful for his son being rescued, he paid for the rescuer’s son’s education. When the 

boys grew up they both left their mark in the world. The rescued boy was Winston Churchill, the 

rescuer’s son Alexander Fleming (who of course, later discovered penicillin). Jim even said, go 

out and do some acts of random kindness – amazing! 

So after lunch we set off to Ayr to see a dog. When we got past Glasgow the roads were busy 

and the motorway signs said, “Expect long delays”. Deborah checked her phone and said that 

we could turn off at the next exit and get to the rescue centre through the A-class road before it 

closed. We came to a small town called Darvel and on the sign it stated, ‘Birthplace of Sir Alex-

ander Fleming’. Once again God was speaking to us, He was telling us we were on the right 

road. 

When we saw the springer, he was a poor little creature; he had been badly treated in the past. 

He did not stand up fully but was rather crouched. He looked anxious and scared.  

Well we did rescue the dog, we never knew his age. He had been dumped in Glasgow and left to 

fend for himself until he was picked up by the police. We called him Traveller because he had 

gone from Glasgow to Ayr and then to Perth. He was in no way a traveller. He did not like the 

car because he had been dumped and left alone. We had Traveller for seven lovely years. He 

was a great dog and loved us to bits as we did him. He settled right away but he never really 

trusted other people again. Sadly he passed away in August this year.  



 

 

God knew Traveller was needing a good home and some loving care. He caused Jim to preach 

about random acts of kindness. God caused us to divert through Darvel. He answered our                     

prayers. What a wonderful God we have.  

He loves us all so much He gave His son to die for us to bring us back to Him.  

His son Jesus said, ‘Look at the birds of the air they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, yet 

your heavenly father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?’ (Matthew 6:26 

NIV).  

Jesus also said, ‘Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 

apart from the will of your father… So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many spar-

rows.’ (Matthew 10.29-31 NIV).  

Apart from loving us, our Lord knows and loves the animals in His creation.  

My father quoted the verse in Proverbs and inscribed it in a bible he gave to me when I was a 

teenager. It has been invaluable to me and is good advice for any of our young ones in our 

church just starting out in their careers. It is also sound advice for us all. 

The latest news is we (the Maxwells), being mad dog lovers, have only yesterday rescued a                      

lovely dog who was handed into PADS recently. He is 8 years old, we know he is getting on a bit 

but reckon at that age he deserves some special love and care. It is funny, he just keeps trying to 

kiss us and he wags his tail constantly. It seems he is just so grateful. Many thanks to                                     

Peter Botwright for letting us know about this little fellow.  

Margie Maxwell 

Traveller 
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If you would like to receive the Church-
Family Forum by e-mail please contact     

the Church Office,                                              
office@lethamstmarks.org.uk   

The benefits are -  

This method saves paper and ink! 
You will receive your copy as soon as 

the Forum is produced! 
It will all be in colour! 

All Are Welcome 

Bertha Park Nativity Crawl 

Thursday 19th December,                    
5.30pm—7pm. 

Please come and swell the crowd!  
Meeting outside the Springfield 

Sales office from 5.25pm. 

Mince pies and hot juice to finish. 

 

Anne Stott                                                              
Community Minister  Bertha Park 

Advance notice - 

 

Communion will be held at both                
services on                                                

Sunday 16th February, 2020 

mailto:office@lethamstmarks.org.uk

